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INDIVIDUALITY, DEMOCRACY AND SOCIAL CONTROL 


A ce EE oe es ee 


"If we could know where we are and whither we are tending, we might 
better know what to do". So spoke Lincoln to his people, in the thick of 
the second major crisis in our history. Now, in the thick of the third 
major crisis, we do well to heed the hint these words offer. Now, as then, 
we must hold the faith that we are where we are and are tending whither we 
are tending not as the mere sport of blind historic forces, but rather 


Ses 


under the guidance of our decpest national instinct, and in/Sersuance of 
our beloved national ideal, Not yet at least has either foreign threat or 
innér treason broken our hold. We heave come too far to surrender coven in 
the most ominous state of affairs, at home or abroad. Very fear away in the 
mreces ot the future is the full realization of the American Dream. We 
have the treasure in oarthen vessels. Though the hcad of the image is pure 
gold, its feet are mingled with clay;we stumble in our advance end almost 
fall. pat wo have not fallen utterly oven yet. The rosponsce of our people 
to the present crisis is sound end truc. Only e« short time ago indifference 
and lethargy were still the rule; we wero engrosscd in our own troubles and 
cagor only for our own prosperity. Voiccs and ects of trcason sgainst our 
fundamental principles were ignored or tolerated. Now that the world has 
taken on such threatening forms, with new tyrannios every morning crushing 
the liberties of small and defenseless peoplcs,- there rises among us a 
mighty resentment and just intolerance. Indifference and lethargy are be- 
ing swept away by attention end energy. Alrcoady the voices of treason 

have boon frightened into silence or scerct undertones. Our own folso pro- 
phets ,who arc not fow or feeble, «re compelled to reconsider their counsels 
to their fcllow-citizens or abdicate their posts of authority. 


fhe sonse of peril is casily kindled. We are already awekcned to 
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the fact of danger. The administration with its manifold voice, the pross, 
the radio, innumerable specches in cll sorts of settings, the talk of shops 
and strcet-corners, all converge on this. But mercly to be frightcned is 
neg enough, Iwo other thines sre needed and must be had, if we ere to be 
seved. First, we must know whet it is we fecr, and what precisely is the 
most precious thing that is in hazard. And second, wo must stiffen our 
resolution to defend that which is most precious to us, and to menkim}. 

If we do not know elcarly what is most prcocious to us, we may well find 
too lato that we have valiantly defended the form of our liberties and in 
the process lost their substance. And if we can seo clearly the priceless 
worth of whet we are roally sct to vindicate, thet vision will stcel our 
hearts cond wills for the defense and will étilighten our minds to invent 
and operate the appropriate moans, 

The battle front is complex and confused. But there secom to me to 
be two main lines of defcnsc, one immedicte and pressing, but in the last 
analysis temporery, cven minor;the other basic end permancnt, The first 
is) tho aotual defconse of our netionel territory cand integrity against the 
threat of totalitarian attack. The other is the preservation end advance- 
ment of our way of life, which we enll democracy or Americanism, The first 
of these threats is very now, so much so that it is hard for us to believe 
in it. But it is very dofinite and cloar-cut end so much onsier to grasp 
and understand. Also this immediate threst is being urged upon our ate 
tention by overy form of publicity and in the most conerete cand convinc- 
ing terms. If the ravishmont of Czcchoslovakic and Poland and the smeller 
Scandinavian statcs left us in any doubt, the catestrophic fall of France 
wes a veritable crack of doom. 

The réal issue on both fronts is an ancient one, as old as mankind 


and humen socicty,- the relation of the individual to the community, the 
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one to the totality, the person to the society in which clone he can live 
and move and heve his being. It is the question how you and I and John 
Smith end our wives and children are going to live in and with our United 
States of Amcrica, with our state and county and school district; and not 
only that but with the corporations which pipe our gas and wire our clece 
Gricity and manufecturo our furniture and foodstuffs, and even grow our 
wheat end becf. Twenty-five years ago we might almost have stopped at this 
point, with our own land as the outer limit of our lives and our problems. 
The World War off 1914 to 1918 should heave opencd our cyes to the fallacy of 
this, but it did not. We still clung to our ocean-pucrded isolrtion. But 
now we sec there is no escepe from doing business regularly with the big 
round world, from equator to poles and from Plymcuth Rock to Plymouth Rock 
7 ee pen a 
again, vin Britain, Germany, Russia, Chineg and all wey stations. It comes 
near being a choice botween good noighbor or bitter foe with each people. 
Still our own domestic problem is the placc to begin, while we have 
time and breathing-spaco. So let us think aloud and as clearly as we can on 
ourselves as individuals and the manifold communities and organizations and 
institutions in which we share and by grace of which we are humen and civil- 


ized. It is the problem of individuelity,- or individualism,- o risky word 


to which wo must presontly atteond,- of individuality, end social control, 
and of our own scheme for thcir reconciliation, which we call democracy. 
It) te this wo shall have to undorstend if wo are to defend it. What is 
individuality cnd why do we prize it? How docs it come that eo often the 
teilend of the word gets changed and we have individualism, cnly two 
letters difforent, yet sometimes with a tremendous switch in the meaning? 
Do we know whet we moan by our mcst sacred werds,- domocrecy, Amcricanism? 
Ig domocracy just majority rule, even when the mejority tyrannizes over 


the minority? Why was it felt necessary to amend the brand-new constitution 
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by adding ten articles of a Bill of Rights? Did true Americanism die out 
with the passing of the frontier ond the pioncer, or with the enormous 
complication of our business and political structure? Or is it still 
possible to tame both huge corporations and a powerful government into 
feithful and efficient servants of the People? Hard questions, indeed, 

too herd perhaps for any finite intelligence; yet wo exnnot squirm out 

of thom except by abdicating cur citizonship ond doserting frem the po- 
litical respcnsibility which the Constitution lays upon every one of us. 
Now 2 human individual, « person, cen come into being end can live a human 
life nowhere except in « human socicty; yot there runs a persistent con- 
Plict between the individual end his scciety. Even while scciety alone 
m.kes it possible for its members tc live at all and be human, society 
tends to constrain and even oppress the individual and make him merely & 
cog in its mechanism. Jcin mc then, in an endeavor to perceive some of 
the simpler outlines of the problem cf the individual end the sociel order, 
and of our own chcsen and precious modo of roconciliation and soluticn,- 
American domocracy. 

Likeness and differenco mako up the individual. By likeness I be- 
long to the species and by difference I am myself. Together likencss and 
difforenece create interest and zest in being. A thing without likeness 
would be a mere oddity, a what-is-it, a momotary excitement, a freak of 
nature, a misfit in ceny coherent scheme of things. A thing without diffor- 
ence would be only a pewn or counter, its contribution zero, its intercst 
nil, a sort of vanishing point of cxistence, Mankind, the genus homo, the 
specics we belong to, is exactly thet achicvoment of neture in which those 
two twin and opposite ingrcdicnts of worth find their maximum. We mon 
heave vastly larger areas of likoness than any other created things, and 


er contra, infinitely wider ranges and diversities of difference. Wo sare 
Pp 3 gz 
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humen by virtue of our likeness and individuals by virtue of our diversi- 
ties, Both ingredients are indispensable. Even God, hcwever unique and 
distinctive, has to be envisioned in the likeness of man, so much so tha 
the truest religions all.call him Father; only thus can there be a Kingdom 
of God either on earth or in Heaven. Yet every single one in all the 
millions of men must be unique, a Self, marked off, tagged somehow to be 
distinguishable, so that he may live his own life and make his own distinct 
gift to the community of mankind. 

This scts what we call the social problem, providing the sole and 
only basis of any society at all, and yet creating the endless host of 
difficulties and obstacles in the wey of any social order. Because we have 
such great arcas of likeness end such great areas of diversity, we have in- 
finite capacity for agreeing and for quarreling, for love and for hate, 
for brotherhood and for enmity, for harmony and joint action, or for dis- 
cord and bloody strife. All schemes for government end society are proposed 
solutions to this problem of likeness end diversity. At one end of the 
scale, anarchy would let diversity range unbridled, at the other end, 
totalitarianism,- to use the newest name,- would ruthlicssly coerce all 
diversities into one solid invulnerable mass, Both are fantastic. Actual 
anarchy exists only in bricf moments of history, in the birth-pangs or 
dcath-pangs of order, or in sudden convulsions of neture or humen affairs. 
Oddly enough, philosophical anarchy exists only in the minds of men in- 
bued with « passionate belief in thé all-sufficient humon-likeness of men, 
2 belief which has al ways proved itself illusory. The other mad extreme, 
totalitarianism, is now being exploited on vast scnle and, let us confess, 
with huge immediate successes. Democracy is precisely the middle ground, 
seeking the preservation and reconciliation of both the ingredients of 


human life, likeness and diversity. So democracy is ss complex end 
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baffling as anarchy and totalitarianism are simple and comprehensible, 
and the marching totalitarianism wins an easy triumph of words by scoff- 
ing at the groping, the confusion, the lost motions of democracy. It is 
like the monkey and the saw: the monkey was annoyed by the scratching of 
saw upon the wood, and presently by lucky move, the monkey got the saw 
turned upside down and the smooth easy running filled him with delight, 
quite unaware that he was “cutting no wood" on the real task. 

Government is the control of likeness over diversity; liberty 
is the vindication of diversity against likeness. The secret police,- 
Gestapo or OGPU and the like,~ are the final usurpation of power by the 
totality over all individuals and every diversity. The final consummation 
of totalitarianism is “Nazi science” or “Communist-science,- the doctrine 
thet government pesscs finel decision on Pindings of scientifie research, 
This is the reduction to absurdity which should disprove the theory to all 
sane minds. But alas, it seems that sane minds are not always sane cnough 
for this. 

In our own Constitution, the provisions for legislative, exccutive, 
judiciary, ere means to give the social whole power over the individual, 
and so insure indispensable likeness, while the Bill of Rights sets bounds 
to the powcr of society and so insures spnce for indispensable diversity. 
When I read this to a friend for his criticism he rather startled me by 
wondering whether my hearers would have enough knowledge of the Bill of 
Rights to follow the argument. I assured him that this audicnee would. 
Yet I can remember clearly thet it is not long since I first pereccived 
that the Bill of Rights is mainly negative, merely forbidding Congress 
or the government to lay hands upon individuals of minorities in certain 
areas of life and action. "Congress shall’ make no law.." "No person shall 
be deprived.."etc., etc., The point is profoundly significent and we shall 
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roturn to it presently. Totalitarianism finds no problem here but elevrtes 
the State to ebsolute authority over every diversity of all individuals, 
Democracy finds here its kmotticst problem, well expressed b:r Lincoln's 
musing question to himself as head of the State and to his people:"Must ¢ 
government be oither so strong as to suppress the liberty of its people, 
er so wonk as to fall ot the first attack?" 

Our minds are often confused by the fevorite word individualism, 
which may mean individuality, or the very opposite of individuality. The 
noted catch-word “rugged individuclism” wes coined by men whe bclicved in 


and worked through corporations, and until corporations hed begun to domi- 


mate Americon life nobody felt the necd to stress individuclism at all, 
rugged or regged. But presently industry, commerce, finance,- the whole 
sconomic structure wes gathered more and more under corporate control, and 
the corporations themselves kept growing lerger and larger, end inevitably 
small business and individual enterprise were crowded more and more out of 
the pattern of American life. This was of course a long-drawn-out historic 
process, yct can be pretty well dated; it has mostly happened within the 
momory of men still living. Linccln wes able to say of the United Stctes 
of his day, that the great majority of men neither worked for others ner 
employed others to work for them but worked for thomselvos. Today the 
great majority, if they work at all, must work for cthers, Not cxnactly for 
ether men at that, but for some sort of corporation. Here is a genuine and 
tremendous revelution, yes and an ominous revolution. 

For the ironing out of individual enterprise, of small business and 
industry, and the substitution of great consolidated orgnnizations, tend 
also to iron out personel individuality. The thousands of young men whc 
fill our gasoline tanks ond pelish the windshield are a type, almost a 


stereotype; they actually look alike and most decidedly behave alike. 
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Whatever diversities they have Which would make each cne a Self, himself, 
a personality in his own right, ere during hours of service at least, 
battened down under hatches, while they wcar the same white duds and say 
the same smocth words to the customer, 

As we a1] Imow there were two main respenses from the people as a 
whole to this growing regimentation and mass: first, fears and npprcehonsi on 
were kindled in the public mind, mostly by the tangible pressure of the 
changed economic situation, by new limitations in buying end solling, in 
getting jobs end helding them, and in the rapid decline of even the possi- 
Dality of smell enterprises, Then governments, both state ond federal, 
were called upon to protect the generel public by regulaticn and control. 
Against this governmental control the new corporato economics quite 
naturally objects and struggles. One cf the many devices invented to dis- 
cournge state control wes the appeal to individualism, and especially to 
imericsn indiviiualism", Thus was individualism posed as the logical 
foe of individuality. The new corporativencss threatened individuality 
end individual initiative: but the governmental regulations limited the 
initiative of ccrporations, and so wes made to seem to threaten imerican 
individualism. It sounds like a merry-go-round of words, but the things 
hidden under the words are of the vory esserice of human life end of our 
imerican Way. The issue involved here is as herd as adamant and as real 
os anything in life,. It underlies, I suspect, cur whole problem today, 
not only of the netion but also of the whelo civilized world, as I shall 
presently try to show. 

The new word-ccinage did net stop with individuclism in its new 
and strange sense, nor cven with "American individualism", but in its 


" omnother word to conjure with. 


enthusiasm went on to "rugged individualism 
This hinted broadly at the hardy pioneer, breaking trails, clearing forests, 
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conquering the momtain ranges, fighting wild beasts end wilder men, the 
peculiarly jmorican horo-type. But the men who now sang praise to the 
rugged pioneer were not rugged at all: they were sleek .and well-groomed, 
sat in upholstered scats in elegant offices. The new individualism was not 
fighting Indiens or cougars but government regulation and public utility 
commissions. Still the magic word worked wonders on men's minds, sy, and 
still works wonders. If you havo any doubts tune in on Sunday evening to the 
smoothly cajoling voice of Cameron. The comic infects ell history, es the 
great WHegol tells us, and it is irresistibly comic to hear the hugest cor- 
porations chanting the praise of individualism, free, American, rugged. 


But of ragecd individualism not a word. Yot ragged individualism, meaning 
poverty, unemployment, dependency, is exactly the most deadly foc to our 
Pmoricen institutions and to ell and every domocratic way of life and 
government. 

My next statement, I am afraid, may disappoint or cven displease 
you, end cause you to accuse me of self-contradiction, For I am not against 
corporations or mass-industry. By no means, for I am compellcd to consider 
them part and parcel of tho main historic advence of our day and, believe 
it or not, indispensable to the democratic way of life. I believe in 
machinery: in my boyhood and young ianhood I pitched hey, hundreds of tons 
of it, under the Kansas sun, thermometer 105 in the shade and no shade. 
Just before I quit the job a machine came in to take the killing lond off 
my back; I have belicved in machines evor sincc. No, the machine, and 
especially power-machinery, has boon invented to lift the burdens off the 
shoulders of mon, to abolish overwork, to shorten the lébor-dey, to free 
the workers from intolerable conditions. And mass-industry is the logioal 
conscquence of the machine and of power, with the corporation, snd the big 


corporation, as the next logical step. We cannot turn these whecls back. 


wen 


What, you say, you were a moment ago solemnly warning us that the 
now corporationism menaces individuality end so threatens the very essence 
of American life, and now you tell us it is a blessing and indespensable 
40 prozress. True. The new machine-industry with its sccompanying corpora- 
tionism is a good thing. But it is also dangerous, Has it occurred to you 
thet it is good things that are dangerous? Bad things are bad, of course, 
often costly, annoying, detrimental. But everybody is against bad things. 
It is hard to get up any party to defend them, You can't swing a campaign 
in their favor. If machine-industry and the corporation were at bottom 
bad, really and fundementally hostile to the American Wey of life,- they 
would heve been swept into tho rubbish heap long ago, or rather they would 
never have got going. No, they have thriven end expanded, to fill the 
land, because their truest meaning is the betterment of lifc. Lot who will 
praise the man with the hoe: I wielied e hoe too long to join the song. 

Lot gentlemen sitting in cool comfort pay tribute to “the sweat of tho 
brow"; the very phrase is silly to snybody who has really sweated,- swee 

of the brow indeed,- if thet were oll; but whet of taking your shirt off 
and wringing the sweat out of it? No poctry in that! No, the mechine end 
power belong to any discernible future for monkind, and, merk this, they 
belong peculisrly to democracy. For democracy of all forms of society can 
least tolerete any sort or semblance of slavery, but must have 11 men free. 
11 previous ages have been infected with a kind of slavery in which masses 
of men were ground under heavy physical burdens which sapped their 
strength ond choked their minis. Now for the first timo in history we have, 
at least in our own lend, an cconomic set-up which can produce enough 
material goods for all without imposing intolerable burdens on onye I say 


it esn proluce; if and when we can muster wit and will to keop wheels turn- 


Ve 


ne and mon working steadily even one shift a dey. That is © wide-open 
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possibility. In consequenec a democratic society is no longer blosked by 
economic obstacles as it has ulweys been hitherto, You can't make me think 
that the modern farmer riding a tractor pulling a three-plow gang is any 
less en individual or an American than his predecessor stumbling along in 
the furrow, to say nothing of the peasant with the hoe. I'll bite off still 
more, and say thet the /malgamated Clothing Workers cre potentially fitter 
for jmerican Jemocracy than the woman in Tom Hood's “Song of a Shirte 

No, the machine is here, with all its train of mass ond corporetion. 
411 the corporation is just ... more machinery. ind all machinery is like 
fire,- a gooi servant and a very bad mestcr. I shuider when I read that the 
magic of the law has transforme1 the corporatiou, a pleco of machinery, in- 

jnto 
to a person,- almost if not quite /a citizen,- and wrapped the Billvol, Rignss 
about its gaunt inhuman freme. Confessedly the corporation has no soul,- 
but only those limited faculties which its cherter catclogs,- how can it 
be 2 person? Perheps if the majesty cf the law hed not endowed the corpora- 
tion with the divine quelity of personality, we should not now find corpo- 
be 
rete voices singing so loudly the praises of individualism. Man must {master 
of all his machines. <. machine out of hand is destruction lct loose, 
witness the reckless-ijriven automobiles on our highways, cni the hate-driven 
| as 

bombers in the skies of Europe. So far/four own interne] economy is conecrnod, 
our own Jmericen life in our own homeland, the supreme problem is social 
control of the giant machinery, the corporations, greet and small, private 
and governnental, which control the lessor m.chinery of brass and steel 
which in its turn creates the food ani clothing end other matcrial mesns 
to eee end adorn our lives. Theo huge majority of us sro going to work 
for corporations, private or governmental, But we must be employes and not 
servants, of corporations, private or governmentcl, which shcll be employers 


but not masters. There's a job tough enough for our best brains end heerts. 
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aw this very moment one party cherges that government is coercing its 

employes to vote as government desires, and the other party that industry 
and commerce are coercing thoir employes to vote as industry and commerce 
jesire, Wo need not believo that either accusation is completely justified, 
but we cannot doubt there is truth on both sides. It is proper to note 


for our encouragoment, that only a short time azo the voter had.to cast 


His ballot: in full view of those secking tc dictate to him,and now the 
Secrot baliot has been inventod and universally adopted precisely to free 
the individual from such coercion, Thus society by its own governmental 
act, in obedience to the will of its mombors, shields the individuality 
of the members atainst corporete interference, public or privete. Such 
gare steps towerd fuller democracy. 

Turning now to the intcrnaticnal scone we are confrcnted by the 
challenge of the so-cellei ixis pcwers, with Russia and now Japan somehow 
geared into the diabolicel machine, but with Nazi Germeny already lording 
Teeover soll “he rdsu. to Would DO childish to dony or ignore the terrific 
efficiency of the totalitarian state, which conscripts all its members, 
body and soul, and welds them into « solid mass of directed cnergy. Hight 
yeers ago Gcormany was hardly more than e« minor state, without a powerful 
friend or ally in the world. Iwo months ago she stocd on the pinnacle of 
power, military and pcliticel, with her own berders enormously extcndec 
and western continental Lurope practically reduced to vassalarce. This is 
an impressive spectacle for gods and men, and commands earnest attention 
Whecher fdmirstion or not. In the early stages cf this historic process 
noun fow Lmoricans hazardcd the viow that wo too, necded a Hitler or 
Mussolini. Even today Mrs, Lindbergh opines that the totalitarian pewers, 
Germany, Italy end Russie, heve disccvered how to use new sccial and ec- 
onomic forces, end thet they really represcnt tho future, while thoir 
antasonists ere but echoing the past. These are cminous vicws, cand ono 


feers thet the distinguished lady is not alone in holding them. 
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The logical conclusion to be drawn from this view is that we must 
and can join with the totalitarian powers, pecially Germany, if and 
when they are victorious, in building the new order which Germany, 
Italy, and Japan are now proclaiming in unison, At the moment of this 
writing the irresistible Nazi force seems to have met an immovable 
british resistance; what will be the situation when the time comes for 
reading this, is not yet revealed to any human intelligence. if the 
final democratic resistance continues to hold, and still more if it 
should triumph, our own democracy need fear no disaster, even though 
we must recognize that British democracy, however admirable, is not 
identical with our own, But while still holding firm to these fair 
hopes, it is not too goon to face and ponder earnestly the dread 
alternative of totalitarian victory in Surope and perhaps the far 
Hast. Can Amsrican democracy co-operate or can it not, with the new 
totalitarian world-order? This is the huge query which looms behind 
the immediate task of building the continental defense, 

Mrs, Lindbergh sses the totalitarian wave as the form of the 
future, the shane of things to come, and the evils which so flagrantly 
heral@sit as mere scum on the wave. It is our business, sho tolls us, 
to rind a course by which we may take advantage of and not oppose thes 
great forces which ar> pushing in the world, What consolation and ro- 
lief we might take from such a view, finding that our way of life and 
our cherished institutions wors safe on ocithsor cast of tho dic in the 
presont mortal conflict beyond the oceans, cast and wost, Alas, this 
brave hope that the Nazi vrosram is fundamentally right and good, 
that it is the dawn of a now and bottor world-ordor, finds Little 
echo in the preponderant sense of the American poople, and stilt loess 
Support in a candid examination of Nazi standards and our own, Both 


Our national instinct and tho logic of the comparison lsad rather to 
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the view that tho wave of tho Nazi rovolution is as hostile to 
American ideals as is tho horrid foan upon its crest, 

For, after all, what is the “wave” of totalitarianism, leaving 
aside for tho moment the foam on its surface? What is its essonece, 
which gives it its names of totalitarianism or Nazi-ism or Fascism? 
It is precisely its answor to our main Quostion, the relation of tho 
individual to ths State, an answor which is no Secret, ovor which no 
veil is drawn, but which is blurted out in words and actod out in 
violoncs and blood at overy turn in tho wholo course of totali- 
tarianism in ovory ono of ths manifold secnos of its a@vanee, "You 
arc notuing; Italy is ovorything," shouted Mussolini, in tho days 
when he was still tho major prophet before Hitlor had ous—-Shouted him 
and his Italy. It is tho same answer as Plato gave in tho first major 
prophesy of fascism, tho Ropublic, so-called, It is the samc answor 
as Hogel gave, at the vory dawn of modorn rrussia, that “The States is 
tho March of God in the World... the State is tho divine and must de 
worshipped," whilo individual men arc mero pawns in its mighty game, 

If there is anything more fatally antagonistic to every gcnu- 
ine American idenl, I do not know what it is, To us not the State, 
but the People, ars tho divine in nature and in tho social order, Lot 
MeeiOOk hard at this fact, for fact it is, Firs CL LG is vas onder of 
things in the hearts of our American people thomsclves, Government 
is thoir croation, thoir instrumont to carry out thoir purposes, Our 
"rulers" are our sorvants, rosponsible to us at evory turn, Barring 
a fow corrupt corners whcro political bossas oxercise a short-livoa 
arrogant aoe we tolorato no dictators; novor has thsre boon an 


American “"Fuchrer,” that is drivor, nor a ‘Duco.i that is « commandor,. 
b pack articeyt deta d IA) > 


Our political ancvstry go2s straight back to those Englishmen of the 
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Seventeenth Century who answered a King's attempt to play dictator 
by cutting off his head, 

Not only is this supremacy of the People themselves first in our 
hearts and in our type of mind, but it is also written indelibly into 
the charter of our national life, the Constitution. "We, the People... 
do ordain this Constitution,” so runs the Preamble and enacting clause,- 
Which, by the way, is the only article which we cannot amend or discard, 
for if it went, the whole American scheme goes with it, Now the Consti- 
tution is the most solid and fundamental structure in our State, Dut it 
was originally sct up vy the supreme Feople, and is perpetually subject 
to amendment by the People's will. Integral to the Constitution, with- 
ae which, or the solemn »nromise of which, the Constitution would never 
have boon ratificd, is tho Bill of Rights, which draws lines of limita- 
tion to protect further the rights of the individual and of minoritios 
even against the government and the majority, Note well that there are 
no Bills of Rights in any totalitarian state, nor any rights of men or 
women or childrsan which the totalitarian state is bound to respect, 

So much for strictly legal pleadings in the case, Wo may well 
now ¢o back to the first great document of our national life, our 
birth certificats, the Declaration of Independence. If the Constitu- 
tion is irreconcilable with totalitarianism, still more the immortal 
Declaration, Zvory sentimont it contains is abhorrent to Hitler and 
Mussolini and thoir way of life. Its doctrine of cquality is anathoma 
to them, and its broad humanism, expressed in its insistence on the 
Yigshts of “All Mcn," makes thom froth at tho mouth, ‘Thoir stato is 
ruled by a "ruhror" backed by a cabal of "Supormon," with the mass of 

the people merc “submon," whose only business is to obey, and who 


possess no rights which the State nocd respect. And just as the 
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individual members of the nation lose all their indivicual rights, 
swallowed up by the State, so in the family of nations, there is to be 
one supernation to which all other peoples shall bow in submission and 


n > 


servile imitation, Witness Denmark, and Norway, and llolland, and now 


even once-proud “francs, iven Italy, ostensibly equal partner in the 
"waxiS", longs ago stepoed down into a subject role, actually aping 


[NX 


every Mazi move or fashion, and now the Sternal City harks to the dic- 


Let us pass now to world »olicy, and see how the American way 


may co-operate with ths Nazi, ‘Je need not be self-righteous nor hypo- 
critical in appraising our own foreign policies, ‘de must confess to 


some error and combativeness, some harshness in Indian affairs, no 
little Dblaae in the ‘iexican Jar, undve haste in our attack uvon Spain, 
But these are minor iteus and episodes in a broad national »olicy reach- 
ome aver Ehe¢ century and a half of our history, of firm supsort of the 
Tignts of all peoovles, sreat and small, to something that is called 
self-ceteraination. ‘whatever may have been the vicissitudes of our 
actual nrosram, and whatever dissent may be found among us, it is a 
fact that the Amsrican oeople and their leaders from Vashinzton to our 
own time, have oelieved in a demiocracy of nations as well as of the 
peoples of the nations, with questions ard disputes settled by joint 
discussion and reciprocal approach. ‘Je did take tho lead in thse first 
eroatu concrete undertakings to for a Leazue of Nations, even though, 
rishntly or wrongly, we withheld ourselves fzom the actual orzanization, 
rut our national velief in and devotion to a world order of dscsney, of 
Peou SroNjses, or peaceful settlenents, has never bean at fault. What- 
eVor may be our national vices or virtuss, this has besn our national 


faith embodied in countless national policies and actions, {ith the 
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new totalitarian scheme for a new world-order this national faith and 
practice of ours is utterly irreconcilable, The best world that Hitler 
or Mussolini vision would break every hope of the American mind as to 
what the world should be like, 

Before the Axis powers were locked in the terrific battle with 
Britain, their two favorito words, not yet entirely discarded, wore co- 
Operation, and peace, Pr eensan’ yoars of peace, was the luring 
promise held out, Nover were fair words mors falscly and foolishly om- 
ployed, For even whilo the words wore echoing, their interprotation 
was boing given, in Cacchoslovakia, in Poland, in Donmark and Holland, 
in Norway, and tho othor victims of totalitarian "co-operation and 
peace," The lion was busily lying down with tho lambs, one aftor the 
other,- inside the lion, Tho new imporial Borlin was spoodily prac- 
Gicing the anciont Pax Romana, the Poaco of Rome, by slaying and do- 
wouring, Ono by ono, tho weakor nations that lay in its path of ompiro, 
eucreis tho Nazi road to peace, It is the road of war and leads to 
howhere clsc but war, Mark well the scono of the totalitarian powors 
thomsslvos; imagine thom victorious in thsir prosont contests, even 
against Britain, yos, against ourselvos,- unimaginable as it may bo, 
Picturc tho wnole round world subjoct to Nazi Germany, fascist Italy, 
mpOoVict Russia, and imporial Japan. Four boasts of proy ruling the 
earth in co-operation and poaco, Has history ovor cronted so woird a 
Scono? Turn asids thon, from tho fantasios of imagination, and sco 
Beceoay ono of tho four “alliss" pésring angrily to tho west and: the 
east and to the south at hor partners in ths now ordor,- the Russian 
Doar in now colors but with hor ancicnt naturs, waiting tho momont when 
°voymny Caro to. turn on hor falso frionds, ond toar thom to piocos, No, 


hao very ossonce of the totalitarian schoms, and most of all of its 
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Nazi £0rm, 18 war, Poaco slither at home or abroad is fatal to its naturo 
and its mode of oxistonco, the secret police and concontration camp with- 
in ana an oo fiehtine force without it cannot absolve itsolf of, 
This’ is tho ea of the now totalitarian “future,” and the ugly 
suarling foam, the “scum on the surfaco," as Mrs. Lindbergh calls it, 
is nothing but tho wave itsclf, scuffcd into the light of day and visibl 
POeitiecas World, Tho wove diffcors only in boing tho substanco and 
eality of which the foam is the scum, 

so much for the wavs, What of tho scum itsolf,- by which I take 
is moant thse actual day-by-day, visiblo and tangiblso working of tho 
Souuealarian powers? No long ergumont is called for hore, for tho facts 

flagrant and convincing, The cnd of totalitarianism, tho domination 
at oll costs of the super-state, genoratos tho appropriates mcans om- 
bracing blatant moral unscrupulousnoss which jeors at evory othical 
Standard as evidence of woaknoss and foar; ruthloss and inhuman violonce 
against every man and ovory poople that stand in tho way, by no moans 
Sparing its own mombors who dare to rofuse complote submission. So the 
Scum and tho wove which breeds it are both utterly antagonistic to the 
Pmioricen way, onc forovor irroeconcilablo with it. 

i om sirprised, almost, startled Dy iy OWN antensity, for 1 
Preaviy desire to kocp my omMotions in’ thoir place, a vital plecse indead, 
mot to be quostionod, but still subjoct to the logie of all the facts 

Gio caso, Yot 1 cannot rotract anything. 1 can, however, add cor- 
Tom amportant considerations, first, lot us hopo that in tha poae 
which must ultimatoly ond the war, no foolish clausss as to war-guilt 
Will be inecribod or Signod, Socond, lot us well undorstand and not 
forgo. that tho peoples of Gormany, Italy, Russia and Japan, are human, 


vory human, the sport of goographic and historic forees quite beyond 
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their control, but in the main drivon by the same needs as we are and 
common people everywhero,- food, sheltor, tho pursuit in their own way 
of happiness, a little space of fresdom in which to expand their per- 
sonalities, On the other hand, however cloar and compelling our sense 
that we have common cause with Britain in the Armageddon of today and 
must act in harmony with this fa et, yot still English democracy is not 
identical with American, and the British Bmpirc is no democracy. 21SSG, 
doubtless, is tho task common to thom and us, of blocking and broaking 
down the drive for a totalitarian Nazi world and futuro for ma nkind, 
Then comes again, as in 1918, tho huge positive task of gotting on with 
& world order of genuine co-operation and peace, on a basis of world- 
democracy. In such a world Order, 20 ae unlikely thoateany [tely will 
have to be confined in a sea over the two outlets of which a foreign 
power holds a gun, or that 300 million people of India shall be subjccts 
of an Smperor of India in London. Just what problems my bs raised bj; 
our own United States is a question which we must also frankly faco. Co- 
operation calis for conciliation, for give as well as take, mubuslity amd 
reciprocity, Liko the democratic procass in gcneral, it is slow, tedious, 
difficult, makes formidable demands on human nature, 

Pinaliy, we oursclves, the people of the Unite d States, cannot 
escape a unique and momentous obligation in this suprome issue of time 
thus far, Our gcographical and historical privileges have boen incom 
parable. We have already squandered one national fortune and still vos- 
sess immonsc richos, We heve had an education in democracy such as no 
other pcople over dreamed of, Nowhere slse ever at any time has indi- 
viduaolity enjoyed such good fortuno, Whon Zurope and Asia were still 

ompletely ruled by autocraciss, wo started our school of froo govern- 


mont, “Ingland, with its rovolutions of tho sovontoonth ce ntury, came 
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est to us in this ee ce status, but these EHnglish revolutions 
sie as much for us as tor her, even more, I think. But for them ours 
aight never have hapooned, ad our new ond untrammeled situation por- 


; 
7) 


nie 
7 Mmitted us to taks up the now forms of froodom as England could not. 


2 

ae Germany, Italy, Russia, Japan, to name the leading anti-democratic 
ile peoples, havo disastrously lacked any education for frec government or 
Pe Leutions, The feeblo birth of domocracy in Germany and Italy fell 
victim to the old tradition of empire under the now forms of Fascism 
and Naziism, Kussia is too tragic and too confused to be talked about 
intelligontly, porhaps oven by Russians thomsslvos. Japan is still an 
Oriental despotism, with orofound mystic tones; but porhaps even hor 
meoplo may havo more in their minds than appears in print. nb. Wo, the 
pooplo of the United States, have had material advantazos and political 
privilogos and educational exporicnces. which sum up beyond tho asere- 
gate fortunes of all other pveoplos in tho wids world, What is tho 
American Way of Life? What do wo really want, for ourselves, and for 
our World-noighbors? Alroady we have succscded boyond all provious 
history in tho reconciliation of ee individual and the social ordor 
end achieved a wide rune not only of property but what is far 
more vital of porsonality, Can wo move onward toward the goal of our 
own idoals, and play our role, discaargs our obligation, in the world 


of mankind of which We are part and parcel? 
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